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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The references listed on the Information Disclosure Statement filed on 12/8/2003, 

have been considered by examiner (see attached PTO/SB/08). 

- 

Specification 

3. The use of parentheses in claims 1 , 6, and 10 are improper since parentheses 
are used only for reference characters; see MPEP 608.1 (m). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was.made. 

5. Claims 1 , 3-5, and 7-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Watkins (US 6,859,609 B1) in view of Sarbadhikari et al. (US 
5,477,264). 

As to claim 1 , Watkins discloses a method for optimizing audiovisual (AV) signals (col. 
4, line 28) comprising: storing an optimization program (276) in a memory of an AV 

* 

device (see col. 9, lines 36-38); but does not teach executing the optimization program 
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by a host computer to process the AV signals stored in the memory after connecting the 
memory to the host computer. 

Sarbadhikari et al. teaches executing the optimization program by a host computer to 
process the image signals stored in the memory after connecting the memory to the 
host computer (col. 8, lines 5-1 7). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have used the execution of the optimization program by a host 
computer of Sarbadhikari et al. with the method for optimization of audiovisual signals of 
Watkins to "make it convenient to view the images on almost any computer without 
requiring that the computer be supplied with a plug-in to provide the image processing 
code." (See col. 8, lines 44-49.) 

As to claim 10, note the discussion of claim 1 above. Sarbadhikari et al. teaches a 
memory (24) for storing the optimization program and the image signals captured by the 
image capture device (1) (see col. 4, lines 6-9). 

m * * 

As to claim 3, Watkins clearly teaches the method further comprising attaching an index 
(e.g., "time-mark locator") to the AV signals processed by the optimization program (see 
col. 8, line 4). 
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As to claim 4, Sarbadhikari et al. clearly teaches the method wherein the optimization 
program is copied to a memory of the host computer before the host computer executes 
the optimization program (col. 8, lines 10-13). 

As to claim 5, Watkins et al. clearly teaches the method wherein the optimization 
program (276) is for optimizing the AV signals stored in the memory (300). 

As to claim 7 and 11, Watkins clearly teaches the method wherein the AV device (100) 
is a digital camera (see fig. 2, col. 4, lines 54-56). 

As to claims 8, 12, Watkins clearly teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the AV 
device is a digital recorder (col. 4, lines 26-27). 

As to claim 9, Watkins clearly teaches a device (e.g., "digital recorder") implementing 
the method of claim 1 (col. 4, lines 26-27). 

As to claim 13, Sarbadhikari et al. clearly teaches the image capture device further 
comprising a ROM (24) for storing the optimization program (col. 6, lines 63-66). 

6. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Watkins 
in view of Sarbadhikari et al. as applied to claims 1 , 3-5, and 7-13 above, and further in 

• i » • 

view of Sasson et al. (US 5,01 6,1 07). 
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As to claim 2, Watkins in view of Sarbadhikari et al. teaches the method of claim 1 , but 
does not teach further comprising storing the AV signals processed by the optimization 
program back to the memory. 

Sasson et al. teaches storing the image signals processed by the optimization 
program (e.g., "compression process") back to the memory (e.g., "memory card") (col 8, 
lines 29-41). . 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have used the compression program and memory of 
Sasson et al. with the optimization program of Watkins in view of Sarbadhikari et al. so 
that "the byte requirement for a picture can be reduced by a factor of ten and many 
more images can be stored in the memory card." (See col. 2, line 68-col. 3, line 3.) 

7. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Watkins 
in view of Sarbadhikari et al. as applied to claims 1 , 3-5, and 7-13 above, and further in 
view of Klein (US 2002/0023206 A1 ). 

As to claim 6, Watkins in view of Sarbadhikari et al. teaches the method of claim 1, but 
does not teach wherein the optimization program is copied from a read-only memory 
(ROM) of the AV device to the memory of the AV device. 

Klein teaches wherein the optimization program is copied from a read-only 
memory (ROM) of the computer device to the memory (RAM) of the computer device 
([0016]). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 

► - j 

time the invention was made to have used the copying of the optimization program from 
ROM to memory of Klein with the method of Watkins in view of Sarbahikari et al. since 
"fetching and executing instructions from the RAM over a relatively high-speed memory 
bus is so much faster than fetching and executing those same instructions over one or 
more relatively low-speed peripheral buses." (See [0004] of Klein.) 

• ■ * 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Albadawi et al. (US 6,995,793 B1 ) discloses a video tap for a digital motion 
camera that simulates the look of post processing. 

Fukuoka (US 6,104,430) discloses a digital electronic still camera which receives 
an input/output control program through a detachable communication interface card. 

Fichtner (US 7,1 70,551 ) discloses an Automatic transfer of image information 
between imaging device and host system. 

Inquiries 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chia-Wei A. Chen whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1707. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30 - 17:00 EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chanh Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-7772. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

■ 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
cc 
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